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CASE of the PROPRIETORS of the ANGLESEA 
OPER and LEAD MINES, 
Humbly ſubmitted to the Conſideration of the Members of both Houſes 


2 


3 


 - > of Parliament. 


-T may ſeem extraordinary, that as the Caſe of the Angleſea Mines has been fo long publiſhed, 
and ſo carefully, and diligently circulated, that no Anſwer has yet appeared to it; the Fact is, 
that the Proprietors of the Corniſo Mines did not think it right to endeavour to create any 


Prejudice in the Members of either Houſe of Parliament; they wiſhed the Application of the 


Andes Gentlemen to be fully and plainly conſidered, and that it might ſtand or fall, as it might 
appear, after a full and fair Hearing, to deſerve : added to this, they thought the Caſe in Part ſo 
= contradictory, in other Parts fo falſe, and throughout ſo futile and trifling, that it carried its own 
== Anſwer with it. It has, however, been found, that this Caſe has made great Impreſſion on thoſe who 
are not acquainted: with the Mines in Angleſe@ and Cornwall, conſequently not aware of the great 
and eminent Advantages in the Facility of working, which the Mines in the former poſſeſs over 
thoſe in the latter County; to ſuch as have felt this Impreſſion, therefore, the preſent Anſwer is 
particularly addrefſed; and it is hoped it will be conſidered with that Attention and Impartiality, 
which the Importance of the Subject requires; and there is Reaſon to believe this will be found 

a full Anſwer to every material Part of the Angleſea Caſe. 5 | 


By the 14th of George II. (as ſtated in the Angleſea Caſe), a Debenture, or Drawback on all 
the Duties on Coals, granted by the 1oth of Queen Anne to the Smelting Houſes, was extended 

to the Fire Engines in the Counties of Devon and Cornwall; but it is right to inform the Public, 
that the Debentute was granted to the abſolute Neceſſity of the Corniþ Mines, which muſt 
otherwiſe have infallibly ſtopt. The Owners of the Corni Mines did not make any Ap- 
plication to Parliament for this Relief, till they had tried in vain to carry on their Mines without 
it. Their Mines were at that Time too deep to be worked without Fite-Engines, and the 
Expence of theſe Engines was too great to admit of uſing them without ſome Encouragement 
from Parliament: this Encouragement the Legiſlature very wiſely gave; and if the Proprietors 
of the Angleſea Mines could prove that the ſame Neceſſity exiſts with reſpect to them as there 
did in the Corniſi Mines, it would be perfectly right they. ſhould have the ſame Indulgence, and 
no Oppoſition would have been made to the Bill, which they now have before Parliament. 


The State which the Proprietors of the Anglſea Mines have given of the Produce of the 
Corniſþ Mines (if a fair one), does not prove, what they ſeem to wiſh to eſtabliſh, The Produce 
for Twenty Years, ending 1732, is ſtated to be Three Thouſand Tons of Ore per Annum ; but it 
muſt be remembered that about the beginning of that Period, Copper was firſt diſcovered in 
Cornwall, it was of courſe ſome Time before the proper Manner of refining the Ore was found 
out, ſo as to meet the Swedes and other Nations in the Market, who had before ſupplied 
England with Copper. As Improvements have been made in the Method of working the Mines, 
and of reduging the Ore into Copper, and as the Demand has increaſed, from a Variety of Cauſes, 
the Quantity of Ore raiſed in Cornwal/ has of late Years been greater than heretofore : but let 
us ſuppoſe for a Moment, that this great Increaſe in the Quantity of Ore raiſed, was entirely 
owing to the Debenture granted on Coals ; what does that prove? It proves only that Cornwall 
has derived great Benefit from the Debenture but does it prove that the Debenture ought to be 
extended to the Angleſes Mine ? If the Debenture had not been granted to the Corniſh Mines, 
8 no Copper would now be raiſed in Cormvall, which would of courſe have been a great 


to the State, as well as to that County. 20 
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Tube Writer of the Aug hn Caſe. fays „ it mult be the h 
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nes flouriſh, to all other Copper 
« Works in the Kingdom.” If the Mines in Cornwall and Angleſes were on an equal Footing 


in all other ReſpeRs, this Poſition would not be denied ; but the Proprietors of the Ag,! Mine # 
know this is not the Caſe z and the Proprietors of the Corniſh Mines know, by fatal rience, 
_ Wt 1s not. 0 3 0® „ N . I 5 


Many of the Gor 


one Fire-Engines, in the Angleſea Mine not one; and; when the preſent inconſiderable Depth of 


that Mine is conſidered, it will not appear to any impartial Miner, that a Fire Engine will be 
required there for many Years, if err. „ — —x 
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As to the Idea of Mr. More (who is neither a Miner or Engineer), that a Fire-Engine will be . 
required to draw out the Rain Water, the Abſurdity of it muſt ſifike every Miner and Engineer 
| ar Beſt Sight. Many of the Fire-Engines-in Cura are of very large Dimenſions, and, beſides 
the large Expence attending them when erected, coſt in the Erection from Two to Five Thou- 


ſand Pounds : the Fuel for theſe Fire-Engines is alſo very expenſive ; for in one Mine where 
there are two Fire-Engines, the Coſt of Coals, on an Average of Ten Years, has been Four 
Thouſand Six Hundred and Eighteen Pounds per Annum, after allowing the Debenture z and 


Period: -- 


that Mine has not conſumed one-twentieth of the Coals that have been uſed in Cornwall during that 


The Angleſea Mine is ſaid by its Owners to produce Two Thouſand Tons of Copper per An - 


num. The Produce of the-whole County of Cornwall is about Three Thouſand Five Hundred 
The Proprietors of the Auglzſea Mine have declared that they can deliver Copper in London, at 
leſs than Sixty Pounds per Ton, (leſs than it coſts, including raiſing and making, in Cornwall), 


and have a very rea/onable Profit for themſelves ; they have even gone ſo far as to ſay it does not + 
coſt them Forty Founds per Ton, and there is Reaſon to think that Sum may be reduced to Thirty 
Pounds. They allow not Twenty Shillings the Ton of Ore for all Labour, Fuel, and Wear of 
Materials; whereas the Corniſb Ores coſt near Fifty Shillings : ſo ſmall are the Coſts of the Angleſes 
Mines, that there is Reaſon to think the Proprietors gained in one late Lear the immenſe Sum of 


Sixty Thouſand Pounds, much more than is gained by the whole County of Cornwall. 
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It is fair to ſuppoſe, that nobody can now doubt of the many Advantagcs which the Angleſea A 
Mine poſſeſſes over the Corn Mines; and it wilt be difficult ro conceive how the Proprietors of 


that Mine can have the Modefty to aſk for farther Advantages. 


It is ſaid in the Angleſea Caſe, * That if no excluſive Privileges are granted, nor any Monopolies 
“ ſuffered, the Metal will come to Market on the cheapeſt Terms, and that the Value cannot be 
te raiſed at the Will and Pleaſure of particular Proprietors of Copper Mines, or of aſſociated 


Companies.“ To any uninformed Perſon it would ſeem, that theſe Gentlemen always ſet their | 
Faces againſt theſe Monopolies, and had ſtood in Oppoſition to the aſſociated Companies, whereas 
this is one of theſe Companies, and if chere now is any Monopoly of the Copper Trade, the 


Angleſea Company has its Share of it, 


In the Caſe, the Gentlemen talk of the great Diſadvantages they have laboured under; what 


theſe Diſadvantages are, the Public will probably be at a Loſs. ro conceive: the Fatigue and La- 


bour of gaining immenſe Sums of Money annually may have been very great, but it hardly can 


be ſuppoſed that they will endeavour to prove any Difadvantage has attended theſe Gains. 


The Number of People employed in the Angleſea Mine. is ſtated in the Caſe to be Thirteen | 
Thouſand ; where theſe People live, and what they are employed in doing, no one, who knows 
the Nature and Extent of the Mine, can have any idea: perhaps a Sixth of that Number may 


be really employed; but even if we take their own Account, they have not a Sixth Part of the 


Number that are employed in the Corniſh Mines, and in Melting and Refining the Corni ſOres 


The Caſe afterwards ſtates, that . if the Debenture is not granted, as the Mines become deeper "© 
„ and the Charges increaſe, the ſmall Profits heretofore made, will be ſunk in Expences, and the 
_ «© Proprietors diſcouraged from farther proſecuting their Works, which have already proved ſo 


„ beneficial to the Public,” It is almoſt impoſſible with a grave Face to read the lamentable 


Account theſe Gentlemen give of their /mal/ Profits * if they are the Half, or even a Quarter of 
what has been mentioned above, they are conſiderably greater than thoſe which are made in any 
of the Coruiſb Mines; but if they really amount to the whole of that Sum (which there is great 
Reaſon to think they do), they muſt appear to every one to be immenſe. As to the increaſing 
Depth of the Mine, it has been ſtared to be now about Thirty or Forty Yards ; it is left, there- 
fore, to any reaſonable Perſon to conſider, how long it will be before a Mine of ſo inconſiderable 
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a Depth will require the Aſſiſtance of a Fire-Engine. 
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igheſt Point of political Wiſdom 
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niſþ Mines ate One Hundred and Fifty Fathoms deep, whereas the Mine in 
Angleſea is not more than Thirty or Forty Yards deep ; in the Corniſþ Mines there are'Twenty- - 


be nett Paragfapli ſtates, #/that the Proprietors of the Augleſa Mine have teduced the 

Price of Copper Fifteen or Twenty per Cent.” It is hardly worth while to make any Ob- 

. ſervations on this Paragraph; for ir muſt occur to every one that reads it; that a Company, 

| labouring under great and evident Diſadvaniages, could not have reduced the Price ſo very con- 
ſiderably;- or, indeed, at all. Befides, it follows from thence, that if this Debenture is granted, 
they will be thereby enabled to lower the Price ſtill more, and, as the Corniſo Mines can with 
Difficulty bear the preſent Price, they muſt in that Caſe ſtop, by which at leaſt Sixty Thouſand 
People will be thrown out of Employ: probably, many of them will emigrate. to America, und 
other Countries, which will be an ĩmmenſe Loſs to the Kingdom, if it is true, that the Strength 
of a Country depends in a great Meaſure on the Number of its People: if the Cerniſb Mines ſhould 
ſtop, the Proprietors of the Angle/ea Mine would have not an ideal, but a rea! Monopoly. In the Courſe : 

| of Seven or Eight Years, the Demand of this Countty, and that for Exportation, will be more oz 

7 than they will be able to ſupply ; conſequently, the Mines in Sweden and Germany, and the Spa- | 9 

| niſb Mides in Mexico and Peru, will be encouraged to raiſe greater Quantities of Copper, to carry | "= 
it into every Market, not excepting England, and altimacely, perhaps, to regain the Trade even i 
in this Kingdom. In ſhort, the Paragraph above quoted is a full Anſwer to that which precedes 
it, and, indeed, to almoſt every other Part of the Caſe, __ Te | i 


In the next Paragraph, the Proprietors of the Augleſea Mine ſay, ** that they can- make it 
« appear, that the poor Quality of the Copper and Lead Ores raiſed in Augleſea, compared 

With the Richneſs of the Corniſb Ores, is in itſelf a ſufficient Diſadvantage, without adding 
« to the heavy Burthen of paying Duties for Coals, while the Owners of the Corniſh Mines are 
« allowed the Drawbacks; and, that even admitting the ſame Privileges were granted in Favour 
s of the Ang/e/ea Mine, thoſe of Cornwall, owing to the Difference in the Price of Coals, and 
« of Freight, will ſtill have an Advantage in the Eſtimate of Expences.” It would puzzle any 
one to find out the Meaning of this Paragraph; if it is to be taken literally, every Line of it 
contains ſtrong Arguments againſt themſelves; when the Facts are examined. Notwithſtanding 
the poor Quality of the Angleſea Ores, they are raiſed and refined at ſo ſmall an Expence, com- 
pared with the Corni/p, that it is well known that the Proprietors of the Augleſea Mine can make a 

and deliver a Ton of Copper for Two Thirds of the Price that the Corniſh Mines produce it; 

conſequently, they have it zow in their Power (and have, at Times, actually made uſe of that | 

þ oy to drive the Crniſb from every Market. They have alſo a Method of calcining their 
Ores in Kilns, at little or no Expence; by which Operation, their Ores are made to produce Two, 
inſtead of One in Twenty. The Produce of the Corniſp Mines is about Two and a half in 
Twenty; and, when the immenſe Difference of Expence in raiſing and refining the Ores is con- 

_ fidered,” the Reaſon why the Proprietors of the Angie/es Mine can bring their Copper ſo much | | 1 
cheaper to Market, muſt be evident to every one; it is a well known Fact, that the Expence of , re 
drawing the Water out of one Mine in Cornwall is more in One Month, than in Angleſea, in a 7 
whole Tear. | | 


What the Augleſea Gentlemen mean, when they ſay, that the Price of Coals, and of Freight, 
« is leſs to the Crniſb Mines than to them,“ it is difficult to imagine. It appeared by the Evi- 
dence of Mr. Moore, before the Committee appointed to examine the Allegations of the Angleſea 
Petition, that the Price. of Stanſea Coal at Angleſea, including Freight, Duty, &c. was about 
Seventeen Shillings and Six Pence a Chaldron ; whereas, the Price of the ſame Coal in Cormual, 
taken on an Average of Ten Years, is about Twenty-five Shillings a Chaldron, after deducting 
the Duty: ſo that a Chaldron of Coals, with the Debenture allowed, coſts, in Cornwall, Seven 
Shillings and Six Pence more than a Chaldron of Coals in Anglz/ea, with the Duty paid. The 
Proprietors of the Angleſea Mine ought, ſurely, to be content with having their Coals One Fourth 
cheaper than the Corniſo Mines, without wiſhing for any further Encouragement to alleviate the 
very great Diſadvantages under which they now labour. e 0 


They ſay, it will be a very great Hardſhip on them, if, after having expended large Sums 

- & of Money, they ſhould be impeded in their further Progreſs, either by the high Price and 
«. Duty on Coals, or by being obliged to continue the heavy Expences of ſending ſuch poor 
«©. Ores to a conſiderable Diſtance to be ſmelted, where Coals are cheap, and pay no 
% Duty.” It will certainly be allowed, that, if either by bringing the Coals to the Ore, or car- 4 
rying the Ore to the Coals, the Proprietors of the Angie/ea Mine would be deprived of a fair, 8 WE 
moderate Profit, it would be a very hard Cafe; but it ſurely can never be conſidered as a Hard- — 
ſhip, that they are not allowed to make Cent. per Cent.“ | . 5 


It has been already proved, that the Proprietors of the Angleſea Mine can now bring theie r 


Coals to the Ore at a leſs Price than the Proprietors of the Corniſp Mines. It is allowed by the 1 O94 ; | \Y 

Angleſea Gentlemen themſelves, that their Ores, which generally produce but One in Twenty, f. 

are, by Calcination in Kilns, made to produce TWo in Twenty; the Corniſb Ores produce about 1 1 
| Two and a Half; and, as Angleſea is ſo much nearer to the Works at Liverpool, than Cormuall is FR 
to the Works of all the affociated Companies except One, of courſe they can alſo carry their 6 ps bg ny 


| Ore to the Coals at a leſs Expence, 
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«« iderably —_ upon the Public, owing to the —— neither will a ſufficient Quantity be 

the Demand for Home Conſumption.” It is to be wiſhed the/Proprietors 
be Mine could-- prove, that the Demand for Copper daily increaſes; the contrary is 
Demand daily' grows leſs'and lefs, and naturally muſt do ſo; for as the War is 


b ac. 


WEE at am end, e e N for ſheathing, both at Home and in Foreign Countries. | 
| | With reſp to the Price being kept ept up dy the Monopoly, * it has been already obſerved, that 
4 if chere exiſts any ſuch thing, the Angiges Company have their Share of it; the Home Con- 


| „„ ſumpcion is not One Third's the Copper nom produced. | 
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; p "As'a great Part of the Caſe conſiſts of tireſome Repetitions, and uſeleſs, oſtentatious Obſer- 
| | . vations'on Trade in general, it would be taking up too much Time to anſwer it Word by Word. 


1 It is preſumed, that every material Part of it has already been anſwered. To ſum up all in a 
| fe Words; d N anſwer theſe few Queries ingenuoully? oo | 


V Us their Sitvation aoy thing like that of the Gui Mites we. Te 
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